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Welcome to The Grist

elcome to Issue 10 of The Grist. In this issue
Wwe have articles on a local issue, local history,

local council elections and more. Jim Brennan
was a local who did a lot of work for his community.
Sadly Jim passed away a couple of months ago. His
passions were music, politics and football and through
all three made a great impression on many people From
playing gigs for political events like the Miners’ Strike,
supporting causes such as victims of domestic abuse, to
being recognised by the Polish president for his work

- Issue 10

with Fife’s Polish community, Jim didn’t seek personal
glory only to make a positive contribution to local
communities. Kelty will miss him.

Many thanks to Peter, Marion, Chris Cairns, our
advertisers and Printing Services (Scotland) for their
contributions and support. And of course, thanks to our
trusty distributors for traipsing the streets of Kelty.

www.thegrist.org.uk // info@thegrist.org.uk

In brief

Fracking consultation

The Scottish Government Consultation on Unconventional
0il and Gas (Fracking). We have covered the risks associated
with fracking in a mining area like Kelty in previous issues
of The Grist, and it is crucial that as many individuals and
groups respond to the consultation. If we don’t, there’s a risk
big businesses will argue there are few objections and frack
the hell out of Fife. The consultation closing date is 31st May
2017.

You can download or fill in the consultation form
online at the Scottish Government’s website. Completing
consultations can feel laborious but The Broad Alliance has a
very helpful page with model letters to print off and answers
to help folks complete their submissions. Links to both are
on The Grist website.

Kelty Mining Heritage Celebration

The hugely successful weekend got off to a flying start
with a showing of the film The Happy Lands. Local
history was told in pictures, print and prose, displays
of equipment a replica of a miner’s row cottage and
much more including pupils from Kelty Primary School
performance of a song, to commemorate Jenny Lee.

Well done to everyone who played a part in creating this
brilliant event.

Local Government Elections: 4 May 2017

As this issue’s feature-length article discusses, the
local council elections are important. At a time of
wide-ranging reform and community empowerment,
they are critical to the public services people in Kelty
— and across Scotland — receive. From when our bins
are collected, the state of and speed limits on our
streets, our bus services and who teaches our kids, we
all depend on hard-working councillors fighting our
corner. We were disappointed, then, to see Theresa
May’s attempt to turn our council elections into some
weird referendum on matters they don’t decide.

We don’t expect to see May any time soon on the 17B
to Cowdenbeath, but even if we couldn’t, we thought
she might be able to say something positive about her
party’s policies for local services. It seems not and
neither do any of the leaflets from her party we’ve
received through the door. Ach well.

If you want to vote for pro-independence parties,
you can. In Ward 7 ‘Cowdenbeath’, we have Ann and
Alistair Bain standing for the SNP and for the Greens:
Angela Dixon. But whoever you vote for, we hope
it’s for someone who cares about local issues, who is
committed to improving the communities we all live in.

Changes to tax credits for newborns

Thanks to the Tory government, if their third child’s born
after the 6th of April 2017, women in Kelty will now have to
prove the child was conceived by rape before they can claim
their tax credits for that child. «

Our future, our choice

n the 13th of March, Nicola Sturgeon announced
Olhat there would be a second referendum
on independence. Although the Scottish

Government had tabled proposals that would have
reconciled Scotland’s vote in 2014 with its vote to
remain in the UK, those proposals ‘Scotland’s place in
Europe’ were ignored. Theresa May had promised that
she would seek agreement with Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland before triggering Article 50, but the
Scottish and Welsh Governments, and Northern Irish
parties, heard about that decision from BBC news.

We are now faced with the prospect of a UK
government Scotland didn’t vote for, negotiating
with institutions which Scotland will no longer be
represented in, for a sweeping change to how we order
our society that Scotland did not vote for — after which

every other EU member state, and many federal and
devolved parliaments, will have a choice about ratifying
that agreement. In that process, if the UK Government
has its way, the voters of Scotland will be the only
people in Europe who will be voiceless about the future
of our country and the peoples who live there.

By Spring 2019, Theresa May claims that the
outcomes of her Brexit negotiations will be clear. At that
time, the Scottish Government, the Scottish Greens and
many others believe people in Scotland should be given
a choice about whether we accept that deal or, rather
than being at the mercy of events, make our own future.

The Conservatives disagree: not content with being
uncooperative, they hope to be unaccountable: we
should, and do, expect better than that. ¢



During the war the latest news reels were driven from cinema to cinema keep-
ing people informed. Films were sometimes interrupted by air raids or power
cuts whereupon singers would do a turn till power was restored.

KeltyOs cinemas

elty Community cinema held its first screening,
Kthe new Jungle Book, back in Sept 2016. Since then

more than 12 films have hit the big screen at the
Moray Institute. All seats for our family films are £2.50
and our Tuck bags only £1.00

Kelty has an amazing cinema history. The Gothenburg
Picture House ( tram passing the cinema) built as a
public hall in 1910 was situated where Lindsay Court now
stands. It held 1,200 people and would have screened
early cinema such as Charlie Chaplin and Buster Keaton.

A local woman recalls trying to sneak in with her pal
through a side door only to be stopped by Mrs Bishop,
usherette. Queues would line up on to Cocklaw Street for
popular films.

Later the Regal, a purpose built 1,000 seater cinema,
opened just at the outbreak of World War 2. We spoke
to Bobby Taylor whose father owned the Regal. During
the war the latest news reels were driven from cinema to
cinema keeping people informed. Films were sometimes
interrupted by air raids or power cuts where upon
singers would do a turn till power was restored.

Jimmy Allison, former projectionist at the Regal
describes how a feature film might be on 3 or 4 large
reels of 35mm film in metal boxes unlike the plastic box
and single DVD we know today.

Bobby remembers his father getting the lists of films
to choose from. Films at the Gothenburg and the Regal
changed every two days. Changing on alternate days
from each other meant there was a new film in Kelty
every day. Jimmy spoke of screening the films of Kelty
Gala and how everyone enjoyed seeing their bairns on
the big screen.

Some films broke box office records such as the 1956
classic Rock Around the Clock which was so popular
there were morning screenings during the week for the
backshift miners.

As more and more people had TVs in their home
cinema attendance began to decline. Many cinemas
turned into Bingo halls and The Gothenburg was used as
araincoat factory. The Gothernburg was demolished in
the mid 1970s and the Regal likewise in the early 1990s.

In the summer of 2016 the community council
received an invite from Cinema For All to an information
and training day for anyone keen on setting up a
community cinema. This was a chance to create local
affordable cinema in the area and four of us attended.

We continue to collaborate with and involve the
community as much as we can — Kelty Community
Cinema does what it says on the tin!

The Moray Development Trust, Regal Motors, North
Road Garage, Kelty Kids Kitty, Kelty Wish Foundation,
Kelty Mining Heritage Group and Kelty Community
Council have all given valuable support through vital
sponsorship for our film screenings. Going forward we
intend to continue to reach out to schools, nurseries,
after school clubs, senior citizens and nursing homes to
make sure everyone has a say in shaping our programme
of films, and ensuring that Kelty Community Cinema
really does deliver ‘Cinema for All.”

The magic of cinema is still alive and if you get the
opportunity please drop in to one of our screenings at
Kelty Community Cinema, Moray Institute, Kelty. ¢



Want to make a difference?
Follow our young people

With upcoming council elections critical for Kelty’s public services, we
ask: who is leading the way in participating in our democracy?

al issues that scream out are Trump, Brexit and Indyref2. Emotions are mixed about

11 of these: on the one hand optimism, or horror, depending on our political views; or,
on the other hand, disgust with all of them. One thing is certain about these big issues: they
put us at risk of losing sight of more urgent local political decisions that need to be made
soon which will have an immediate effect: on us, our families, our much needed public ser-
vices and on the health of our community over the next five years - the Fife Council elections
to be held on 4th May 2017.

Right now, through the new Health and Social Care Partnership, Fife Council and the Fife

Health Board have joint responsibility to make a significant start in the shift from hospital

Szvitch on the TV news bulletins or open a newspaper at the moment and the big politi-



‘I am proud to say | am a Young Ambassador
for the charity and | love promoting its views
and beliefs. ... Volunteering is the best thing
anyone can do, it helps you find what you
love doing. Don’t hesitate to volunteer.’

care to care at home in the community. This is the
most far reaching public service reform since the
establishment of the Scottish Parliament. We are all
going to need these services at some stage in our lives
and we need to make sure that we elect the councillors
and political parties we trust to make them happen -
and that means getting out and voting for them.

And we need to make sure that the council does a
good job running the services we need. It’s challenging
for councillors and officers to fundamentally change
the way a council has provided services over a lengthy
period of time, but to simply carry on doing things the
way they feel comfortable with can have consequenc-
es. Services may not be as efficient or effective as they
could be, they may not be achieving value for money,
and resources may not be directed to priority areas.

If you are fed up with potholes in your road, or have
concerns about the education your children receive,
these elections matter!

Sally Loudon, chief executive of COSLA, which
represents 28 out 32 local authorities said, ‘Other
elections, and particularly recent referendums tend
to grab the headlines, but voting in these upcoming
local elections is just as important, if not more so’.

For the sheer impact that the council has on our daily
lives we need to take a keen interest in what services it
provides but there’s a lack of knowledge about them.
They include schools, social care, waste collection,
roads and transport, housing and planning, environ-
mental protection, cultural and leisure services and
licensing for taxis and public houses. Councils play a
key role in driving local economic growth and invest-
ment and in support for business, skills and regenera-
tion.

There is a sizeable proportion of the electorate —
people like you and me — who appear to have no inter-
est in the council or, if they are interested, seem only
to lambast it for (what they imagine) is its incompe-
tence, remoteness and poor decision making. Across
Scotland, in the last council elections, only 38% of us
turned out to vote, and yet, while some commentators
simply put this down to lack of interest and apathy, in
the 2014 independence referendum the turnout was
85% — something just doesn’t add up there!

Writer Lesley Riddoch has consistently compared
Scotland’s lack of democratic engagement with our
close European neighbours. She claims, ‘The size and
remoteness of Scottish councils must now be consid-
ered the main culprits in the decades-long estrange-
ment of most voters from local democracy. The
average population of our 32 councils today is roughly
170,000 people. The European average is closer to
14,000... Norway has 428 powerful local councils
and 19 county councils for a smaller population than
Scotland.’ If voters do feel a sense of remoteness from
political decision making, the recent centralisation to
national level of previously locally accountable ser-
vices such as police, fire and rescue, and perhaps the

allocation of money from Scottish Government given
direct to head teachers and by-passing councils, may
have added to that.

But, is there hope on the horizon? Andrew Burns,
leader of Edinburgh Council says, ‘This year, all 16 and
17 year olds can vote for the first time in a stand-alone
council election and I anticipate we’ll see an increased
turnout compared to the last 2012 vote.” Maybe our
young people will inspire us adults, who appear to
have become jaded, to participate more in democratic
elections and in our communities. Just a few weeks
ago 14-25 year olds from all across the country put
themselves forward for hotly contested elections to
the Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP). Two MSYPs were
elected for every Scottish constituency, including our
own, Cowdenbeath. The SYP vision is for a nation that
actively listens to young people and values their mean-
ingful participation. Elected members listen to and
recognise the issues that are most important to young
people, ensuring that their voices are heard by deci-
sion makers. Independent of all political parties they
seek to deliver policies that are the most important for
Scotland’s young people.

Lochgelly High School pupil Bailey-Lee Robb was
elected to represent the Cowdenbeath constituency.
He says, ‘It is important that 16 and 17 year olds get out
and vote on May 4th in the local elections, now more
than ever. We need a strong local government to en-
sure that services are delivered to a high standard, and
you can all help shape that by going out and voting.
Everything you do, from education to public trans-
port, all has its connections to the council and govern-
ment, why don’t you make sure your voice is heard?
Voting is one of the best ways to get it heard.’

Bailey-Lee’s commitment to making a difference
doesn’t end there: he volunteers with a charity too,
and says, ‘My involvement with the NSPCC is an amaz-
ing thing. I am proud to say I am a Young Ambas-
sador for the charity and I love promoting its views
and beliefs. I work closely with other like-minded
young people to make sure that all of us are pro-
tected. Volunteering is the best thing anyone can do,
it helps you find what you love doing. Don’t hesitate
to volunteer.” In recent weeks Volunteer Scotland has
produced research into volunteering by young people.
They show that 52% of young people in Scotland are
actively volunteering, nearly double the adult rate of
27%. It’s fantastic that Scotland’s young people think
of volunteering so positively. The responses to the
survey show that they are more likely to think that
volunteering benefits other people - ‘helping people’,
‘a way to make a difference’ - than thinking of it as a
way to enhance their own wellbeing - ‘a chance to do
something interesting’, ‘a way to make friends’, ‘a way
to have fun’.

So it seems that, even in the midst of Trump, Brexit
and ScotRef, our young people show levels of idealism
and commitment to making things better that adults
can only marvel at. They show belief in voting and
in trying to make a difference, and they are stepping
forward to influence the decision makers. We should
follow their example. Let’s ensure a big Kelty turnout
for the council elections in May. ¢



Kelty Housing
Development _
16/03915/EIA N

an update
Marion Adamson

ment to the south and east of Cocklaw Street, has

taken on-board some of the comments made by Kelty
residents and have incorporated these into their sub-
mission to Fife Council Planning and have applied for
planning permission in principle.

They have now outlined space for 2 play parks within
the development; one at the bottom and one near the
top end of the development.

They have also incorporated space for education
alongside the west of the Marian Park which could in-
clude pre-school and primary school accommodation.

Neither of these additions have any detail outlined
of the facilities provided at each site. It will be neces-
sary for both the Community Council and residents to
ensure that the Section 75 agreement for school build
proposals confirms that they are built by the developers
and does not merely incorporate a financial payment
to the council in lieu of the actual provision. This will
safeguard the provision as part of the development at
the same time as the house building, also to keeping
disruption to a minimum.

There is, unfortunately, still no provision for a
neighbourhood hub for local/personal services though
it would be possible to centre this round the upper play
park. IronsideFarrar have a great deal of experience
of this in other east coast developments. Such hubs
cement the development as a community and not just a
dormitory.

There is a fair way to go before any building takes
place as several environmental departments and institu-
tions have expressed concern regarding the stability
and viability of the site and have attached conditions to
be met before approval is given for building, not least of
which is the National Coal Authority. These conditions
refer to extended investigations via ground works and
boreholes to establish the locations and stability of 18th
to 20th century mineworks and gases, water courses
and Scottish water systems, further information on suds
works and further information on possible district heat-
ing via biomass or similar.

Kelty Community Council has yet to meet with the
NHS and Fife Council further to their requests. Council-
lor Alex Campbell and Kelty Community Council are
generally in favour providing the outstanding issues
are addressed. However a number of objections from
Cocklaw Street will mean that it should be discussed
by the planning committee before it can be approved.
Some documents and access links have been provided
on the Community Council website:
http://www.kelty.org.uk/

Full access to the submitted application and formal
responses is available at https://tinyurl.com/knjrldk
where plans for phasing and layouts can also be viewed.
Although neighbour responses/objections closed on
20th January 2017, individuals can register here for
notifications of subsequent updates to the application,
for planning committee discussion dates and approval
timescales.

Contact details for all local councillors are on the
Community Council website as are the details for the
Cowdenbeath Constituency MSP, Annabelle Ewing.

The Grist will continue to follow up on this to ensure
that all the issues which have been highlighted are ad-
dressed given that there appears to be a general accept-
ance that it will go ahead. *

I ronsideFarrar, architects for Kelty Housing Develop-



Peter A. Bell: Therespect agenda?

Back in 2005 it was described as being about

“putting the law-abiding majority back in charge
of their communities”. It was one bauble pulled from
the rag-bag of glittering generalities with which New
Labour wooed voters in an era which, with hindsight,
seems painfully naive. It goes without saying that this
‘respect agenda’ turned out to be no more than a totally
vacuous sound-bite of the kind that will forever be
associated with the oleaginous Blair and his New Labour
Project.

Shortly after becoming Prime Minister in 2010, David
Cameron revived the idea. Only he called it the ‘agenda
of respect’. Presumably, he supposed that simply
rearranging the words would disguise the origins of
the phrase. Cameron promoted his ‘agenda of respect’
as the beginning of a new relationship between the
UK Government and the devolved administrations,
particularly the Scottish Government, then led by First
Minister Alex Salmond.

Cameron’s ‘agenda of respect’ proved no more
meaningful than Blair’s ‘respect agenda’. Basically, it
meant the UK Government continuing as before, while
the Scottish Government stopped making a fuss about
things like austerity and the bedroom tax. It wasn’t an
offer of respect at all. It was a demand for deference;
albeit couched in the glib language of professional
politics and delivered with the casually assured
expectation of compliance that is only possible when
privilege is truly bone-deep.

Nothing proved the worthlessness of this talk of
respect so much as Cameron’s reaction to the result of
the 2014 independence referendum and his declaration
of EVEL.

Fast forward to 2017 and there is no longer even the
pretence of respect. Under Theresa May, the catalogue

Does anybody remember the ‘respect agenda’?
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of contempt has not only expanded, but grown more
blatant. It permeates all of the Tories’ politics. At the
level of the individual, we have benefit sanctions and
women’s pensions and the so-called ‘rape clause’
and more. At the level of general humanity we have
the ditching of the Dubs Amendment - an act of quite
stupefying heartlessness.

At the level of internal UK politics, we have the
brazen disregard for Scotland’s democratic will and
the determination to drag us out of the EU despite
a decisive remain vote. And, as I write, we have
May’s unsubtle threats to defy the will of the Scottish
Parliament and deny Scotland’s democratic right of self-
determination.

And at the level of our communities we have the
gross disrespect of Theresa May seeking to hijack
Council elections for the purposes of promoting her
One Nation British nationalist agenda at the expense of
focus on local issues.

All of this, and the list is far from comprehensive,
stands in stark opposition to the distinctive political
culture that has developed in Scotland over the last
decade. A political culture characterised by a genuine
respect agenda. A political culture that seeks to put
respect for people and communities at the heart of
public policy.

A political culture that does not make respect subject
to some test of a distorted ‘Britishness’, or adherence to
a narrow, isolationist, xenophobic ideology.

A political culture that utterly rejects the socially
corrosive fear and insecurity held by Tories to be ‘the
only way’.

A political culture that aspires to make Scotland a
nation and society where all enjoy the esteem that is
their due as citizens and as human beings. ¢
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GOLDEN FLAMES Grocer©nlne

PIZZAS * KEBABS * BURGERS _
WRAPS * BAKED POTATOES WERIEE:

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
4.00PM TILL LATE

01383 831133 - Fi

WWW.GOLDENFLAMESKELTY.CO.UK
38 MAIN STREET , KELTY, KY4 OAA
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J HALKETT BUTCHER CARRICK

YOUR HIGH QUALITY’ LOCAL SERVICE

OPTICIANS

BEEF. LAMB PORK Ao
== Choose ANY DESIGNER

COOKEID MEATS } Frame glazed with standard
. 1T single vision or bi-focal lenses
6 B;LACK%%%I}. g%]f;f;f KELTY Free if \}l/ou qualify for an NHS
Voucher.

23 Main Street, Kelty 19 Bank Street, Lochgelly
01383 830077 01592 784004

KELTY TAXIS
01383 830505

24 Main Street, Kelty

. | 4/ 6 / 8 SEATER TAXIS
A7)02[P)  WHEELCHAIR ACCESS
i-O = d AIRPORT TRANSFERS

CONTRACTS

TAXI

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL TAXI SERVICE FOR ALL -.
YOUR TRANSPORT NEEDS ="




